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five shells at the water line, but her coal seems to have
saved her.

The moon was now rising, and the Glasgow, which
had been trying to stand by the MonmoutJi, saw the
whole German squadron bearing down on her. The
Monmouth, refusing to surrender, was past hope, so
she did the proper thing and fled. By ten minutes
to nine she was out of sight of the enemy, though
she occasionally saw flashes of gun-fire and the play
of searchlights, for fortunately a flurry of rain had
hidden the unwelcome moon. Cradock, out of touch
with the Admiralty and perplexed by contradictory
telegrams, could only " take counsel from the valour
of his heart." He chose the heroic course, and he
and his 1,650 officers and men went to their death in
the spirit of Drake and Grenville. The Germans had
two light cruisers to his one, for the Otranto was neg-
ligible ; but these vessels were never seriously in
action, and the battle was decided in the duel be-
tween the armoured cruisers.

The Battle of Coronel was fought with all con-
ceivable odds against us. But Cradock's defeat and
death were avenged by Sir Frederick Doveton Stur-
dee at the battle of the Falkland Islands on
December 8th. Tactically this was an easy victory
owing to Sturdee's huge preponderance in strength,
but it was of supreme importance in the naval cam-
paign, for it gave to Britain the command of the
outer seas and enabled her to concentrate all her
strength in the main European battleground. The
German admiral, hopelessly outclassed, did his duty
as Cradock had done his, the German sailors died as
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